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Crowded Jall
cited as 1ssue
by Democrat

By BRIAN IANIERI
Staff Writer, 609-463-6713

CAPE MAY COURT HOUSE
— A former Secret Service agent
and recently retired detective from
the county Prosecutor’s Office is
running for sheriff.

George J. Hallett, 61, of North
Wildwood, is running as a
Democrat for
the position.

“I feel that I
have the best
qualifications for |
the position, hav- §
ingmore than 25 §
years of federal
and county law-
enforcement
experience,” Hal-
lett said Wednes-
day.

Among the issues the Sheriff’s
Office will need to address is over-
crowding at the county jail, Hallett

said.
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An overcrowded jail, Hallett
said, causes safety concerns for

Sheriff
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corrections officers as well as the
inmates themselves.

The Cape May Court House jail
needs an addition to accommo-
date an increased number of
inmates, as well as additional
officers to watch them, he said.

“It's to a point where some-
thing needs to be done, and
something should have been
done to improve the situation,”
he said.

Hallett also said he -champi-
ons an effort to use corrections
officers to gather intelligence on
gang and drug activity in the
community.

Hallett served in the Army,
including one tour in Vietnam,
he said.

He spent two summers
working for the North
Wildwood police in 1969 and
1970 before taking a job as a
clerk with the CIA, according to
his resume.

He later worked for the
Secret Service assigned to the
White House, as Watergate was
unfolding, from 1972 to 1976,
under Presidents Richard
Nixon and then Gerald Ford.

He later spent 23 years work-
ing for the federal Office of
Inspector  General, which
included supervising and con-
ducting white-collar investiga-
tions, he said.

Hallett most recently worked

in the Insurance Fraud Unit for
the county Prosecutor’s Office,
where he worked from 1999 to
March of this year, according to
his resume.

He retired from his position
there earlier this month in
order to run for sheriff, he said.

“I felt this was the opportu-
nity for me to do something
I've always wanted to do,” he
said.

In Cape-May County, the
sheriff oversees operating the
jail, providing security for
Superior Court, running a K-9
unit and other operations.

The Republican candidate
is Gary Shaffer, a retired
Ocean City police officer and
the director of the Cape May
County Public Safety Training
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Center since 1998.

Current two-term Sheriff
John Callinan is not seeking to
run for re-election this year,
according to the county’s
Republican Party.
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